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Eye-pointing of infant -infant’s gazes which elicit mother's attention-
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Table1 Infant behavior and mother's response
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Figure 1 Mean latencies from eye—pointing to maternal verbal response
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Figure 2 mother's pointing behavior
Table 3 The category and the example of pointing
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Table4 Frequencies of pointing behaviors per category and mean per day
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Eye-pointing of infant -infant’s gazes which elicit mother's attention-
Sumika Miyatsu

Abstract

In this study, infant’s gazes which elicit mother's attention are defined as "eye-pointing" and
observed the development of child "eye-pointing" during preverbal period. Participants were one
infant (girl) and her mother, and their were observed longitudinally at from 7 months to 2 years
and three months old(36times).

The infant’s communication behaviors related languages classified into Four categories( "eye-
pointings"(gazes which elicit mother's attention), "pointing behaviors ", " one-word sentences ",
" two-word sentences"), and mother’s responses were classified into three categories("lookings",
"pointing behaviors", and "vocal behaviors"). The main findings were as follows: Especially most
"eye-pointing" were responded by "vocal behaviors". The ratis of "vocalbehaviors "which contained
the no words of objects in "eye-pointing"and"pointingbehavior" were almost the same(eye-
pointing:60.0%,pointing behavior:59.5%). Therefore, "eye-pointing" and a "pointing behavior" may
have the same fanction. And, the mean latencies "voice behaviors " from infant’s gazes , had
been becoming longer along the infant development. "Eye-pointing" were less with the infant’s age
. From these results, the infant shiftined her communication mode from gaze to language, and,
the mother change her communication mode related the infant development, too.

"
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