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Young Children’s Nurturing Behaviors toward Infants (Babies) in Multi-age Childcare
Sayaka Kitada

This study investigated how young children’s “nurturing behavior” toward infants (babies) emerge in the day-
care center where 0- to 5-year-old children interact. Two-five year-olds’ behavior toward infants, peers (young
children), and adults were categorized in terms of six categories. Results showed that young children’s behavior
toward infants were more frequently categorized as “touching”, “giving”, and “interaction through an adult” than
those toward peers or adults. Therefore, those behaviors are considered as “nurturing behavior” as opposed to in-
fants that started interactions with infants. It suggests that these behaviors are likely to be caused by young chil-

dren’s interests in infants and their desires to interact with and take care of infants.

Key Word : nurturing behavior, care, young childhood, multi-age daycare
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