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Research on the Classification of Plays and Association between Playing Environment
and Playing Method:
— From a Child’ s Point of View to Seek a “Fun” —

Takashi KUBO, Kenichi IWAMOTO

Abstracts:

There exists a universal "fun" in plays that does not change even if affected by the
influence of the times and the society. I converted plays into the “verb of action” in order
to clarify what a “fun” really means. As a result of the analysis, plays were categorized
into four “actions to seek for a fun” , namely, “search” , “feel” , “make” , and “compete” .
Then I structuralized them into five steps to make a classification table, based on
which I analyzed the association between playing environment and playing method. I
conducted a comparative analysis of playing environment in the “living environment” at
an urban district and a suburban district, but found that there was no major difference
among the four categories, which indicated that the essence of a “fun” was consistent
among them. However, it should be noted that an urban district and a suburban district
respectively has a high rate of “catcher” and “animal to catch” , even if it is the same
play to "search". As such, a playing environment affects a playing method. Therefore, a
playing environment that has incorporated many natural objects and adult attendants are
necessary to make a child satisfied with a “fun” .

Key Words:

classification of plays, Caillois, playing environment, children’ s playground, adventure
playground



